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The Arthashastra is an Indian trcatisc on politics. cconomics. military strategy. the function of the state.
and social organization attributed to the philosopher and Prime Minister Kautilya (also known as Chanakya.
Vishnugupta) who was instrumental in establishing the reign of the great King

Much of our knowledge about state policy under the Maurvas comes from the Arthashastra written by
Kautilva (more popularly known as Chanakyva). who was a Brahmin minister under Chandragupta Maurva.
The book. written in Sanskrit. discusses theories and principles of governing a state. The title, Arthashastra.
which means -the Science of Material Gaml or -Science of Polityl. does not lcave any doubts about its
cnds. Kautilya's philosophy is based on the principles of "sam., dam. dand. bhed" (persuasion. temptation,
punishment. and division) as various. diffcrent. and sequential means to achicve an end.

According to Kautilya, the ruler should use any means to attain his goal and his actions requirecd no moral

sanction. Though the kings were allowed a free rein. the citizens were subject to a rigid sct of rules.

Arthashastra remains unique in all of Indian literature because of its total absence of specious reasoning, or
its unabashed advocacy of real politic, and scholars continued to study 1t for its clear cut arguments and
formal prosc till the twelfth century.

Kautilya's Arthashashtra 1s an important treatisc of the Mauryan times. Kautilya helped the young
Chandragupta Maurya, who was a Vaishya., to ascend to the Nanda throne in 321 BC. Kautilya's counsel 1s
particularly remarkable because the young Maurya's supporters were not as well armed as the Nandas.
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Kautilya continucd to help Chandragupta Maurya 1n his campaigns and his influcnce was crucial in

consolidating the great Mauryan empire.

.

It reflects the state of socicty and cconomy at that time and provides rich matertal for the study of ancient
Indian polity and cconomy.

Kautilya’s Arthashastra/19HST105 - Essence of Indian traditional
Knowledge/S.KAVIPRIYA/ECE/SNSCT



THANK YOU

Kautilya’s Arthashastra/19HST105 - Essence of Indian traditional
Knowledge/S.KAVIPRIYA/ECE/SNSCT



