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Recall from cireutt theory that resistance R, across an element 1s defined as the ratio of electric
potential difference AV across that element, to electric current [ traveling through that element,
according to Ohm’s law,

V

Rotec =7 (3.1)

Within the context of heat transfer, the respective analogues of electric potential and current are
temperature difference AT and heat rate g, respectively. Thus we can establish “thermal circuits™
1f we similarly establish thermal resistances R according to
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Figure 3.2: Layered planar wall.
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Figure 3.3: Parallel conduction network.
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