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Jacksonian epilepsy

• Organic lesion of the brain can cause local neurons to fire very

rapid discharges. The rate exceeds approx. 1000per sec.

• When such waves of excitation spreads over the motor cortex, it

causes progressive “March” of muscular contraction throughout

the opposite side of the body. This called jacksonian epilepsy or

jacksonian march (tingling or twitching begins in a small area &

then march or spreads to the larger area of the body
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Petitmal epilepsy

Petitmal epilepsy is closely allied to grandma epilepsy.

It occurs in two forms 

i) Myclonic form

ii) Absence form

Myclonic form

• Symptoms : Sporadic & Brief jerking movements usually on 

both sides of the body.

• In myoclonic form, a burst of neuronal discharges , lasting a 

fraction of second, occur throughout the nervous system.

• The person exhibits a single violent muscular jerk involving 

arms or head. The entire process stops immediately , however 

the attack is over before subject loses consciousness
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Absence type
Symptoms: Brief loss of consciousness ( just few seconds) with

few or no symptoms.

• It begins and end abruptly and might occur several times a day.

• It is characterised by 20s of unconsciousness, during which the

subject has several twitch like contraction of the muscles, usually

in head region

• There is a pronounced blinking of eyes, followed by return to

consciousness and continuation of previous work
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