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Telugu, Malayalam, Urdu and Hindhi Literature

Certainly! Telugu, Malayalam, Urdu, and Hindi are four distinct languages, each with
its own rich literary tradition. Here's an overview of each:

1. Telugu Literature: Telugu literature is one of the oldest and most well-developed
literary traditions in India. It dates back to the 10th century with the "Kavitrayam" trio of
poets—Nannaya, Tikkana, and Yerrapragada—known for their translation of the Indian
epic Mahabharata into Telugu. The classical period saw the emergence of numerous poets
and scholars, such as Allasani Peddana, Tenali Ramakrishna, and Srinatha. Modern Telugu
literature gained prominence with authors like Gurajada Apparao, Viswanatha
Satyanarayana, and Jnanpith awardee C. Narayana Reddy. Contemporary authors like
Yandamuri Veerendranath, Ravuri Bharadhwaja, and Madhurantakam Rajaram continue to
contribute to the vibrant Telugu literary landscape.

2. Malayalam Literature: Malayalam literature hails from the state of Kerala and has a
history that spans centuries. The earliest known literary work in Malayalam is the
"Ramacharitam," composed in the 13th century by Cheeraman, which is an adaptation of
the Ramayana. Ezhuthachan, often referred to as the "Father of Malayalam Literature,"
made significant contributions by standardizing the language and writing the foundational
work "Adhyatma Ramayana." Prominent poets and writers like Kumaran Asan, Vallathol
Narayana Menon, and G. Sankara Kurup played key roles in shaping modern Malayalam
literature. Contemporary authors like M. Mukundan and Benyamin have also gained
recognition for their works.

3. Urdu Literature: Urdu literature is closely associated with the cultural heritage of
the Indian subcontinent, particularly in regions with a significant Muslim population. It
emerged during the Mughal period and evolved as a blend of Persian and indigenous
languages. Mir Taqi Mir and Mirza Ghalib are celebrated poets of the classical era, known
for their ghazals and poetry. Allama Iqbal's philosophical and patriotic poetry greatly
influenced the independence movement. Progressive writers like Saadat Hasan Manto and
Ismat Chughtai addressed social issues and challenged norms. Contemporary writers like
Javed Akhtar and Kamila Shamsie continue to contribute to the diverse Urdu literary
landscape.

4. Hindi Literature: Hindi literature has a long and diverse history, with its roots in
ancient texts like the Vedas and epics like the Ramayana and Mahabharata. The medieval
period saw the emergence of poets like Kabir and Tulsidas, who composed in Hindi and
contributed to Bhakti and devotional literature. The Chhayavaad movement in the early
20th century, led by poets like Suryakant Tripathi 'Nirala' and Mahadevi Varma, focused on
romantic and humanistic themes. The "Nayi Kahani" movement brought realism to Hindi
short stories through authors like Munshi Premchand. Contemporary Hindi literature is
enriched by authors like Harivansh Rai Bachchan, Amrita Pritam, and Ruskin Bond.

These are just brief snapshots of the extensive literary traditions of Telugu,
Malayalam, Urdu, and Hindi. Each language has a wide array of genres, styles, and themes
that have evolved over centuries, reflecting the cultural diversity and historical context of
their regions.


