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Fairs and Festivals in Ancient India
Ancient India was rich in culture and tradition, and it celebrated various fairs and festivals
throughout the year. These events held both religious and cultural significance, often
commemorating important events, seasons, and deities. Here are a few notable fairs and
festivals from ancient India:
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1. Diwali (Deepavali): Diwali, the festival of lights, has been celebrated in India for
centuries. It marks the victory of light over darkness and good over evil. People illuminate
their homes with oil lamps, burst fireworks, exchange gifts, and indulge in festive sweets.

2. Holi: Holi, the festival of colors, is celebrated with enthusiasm in ancient India. It
signifies the arrival of spring and the triumph of good over evil. People throw colored
powders and water at each other, enjoy festive foods, and engage in music and dance.

3. Makar Sankranti: This festival marks the transition of the sun into the zodiac sign
of Capricorn. It is celebrated with various names and customs across India, including flying
kites, taking holy dips in rivers, and enjoying special foods made from sesame and jaggery.

4, Pongal: Mainly celebrated in South India, Pongal is a harvest festival that coincides
with the Makar Sankranti. People prepare a special dish called "Pongal" made from newly
harvested rice and offer it to the Sun God.

5. Navaratri: Navaratri, meaning "nine nights," is dedicated to the worship of Goddess
Durga and her various forms. It involves fasting, prayer, and dance performances like Garba
and Dandiya Raas in some regions.

6. Ratha Yatra: This festival involves the grand procession of deities, especially Lord
Jagannath, in beautifully decorated chariots. The procession travels through the streets,
and devotees pull the chariots to receive blessings.

7. Ganesh Chaturthi: This festival celebrates the birth of Lord Ganesha, the elephant-
headed deity of wisdom and prosperity. Elaborate idols of Lord Ganesha are worshipped in
homes and public places. The festival ends with the immersion of these idols in water
bodies.

8. Raksha Bandhan: This festival celebrates the bond between brothers and sisters.
Sisters tie colorful threads (rakhi) around their brothers' wrists, and brothers offer gifts in
return, symbolizing love and protection.

9. Janmashtami: Janmashtami marks the birth of Lord Krishna. Devotees fast, sing
devotional songs, and enact scenes from Krishna's life. In some places, a clay pot of curd is
hung high, and people form human pyramids to break it, imitating Krishna's childhood
antics.

10. Onam: Celebrated mainly in Kerala, Onam is a harvest festival that commemorates
the homecoming of the legendary King Mahabali. People decorate their homes with flower
carpets (Pookalam), enjoy traditional feasts, and participate in boat races and dance forms
like Kathakali.

These are just a few examples of the many fairs and festivals that were celebrated in

ancient India. Each region had its own unique set of traditions and rituals associated with
these events, showcasing the diverse cultural tapestry of the country.
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