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A moral dilemma occurs when a person faces a situation in which they must choose 
between two or more conflicting moral principles, each of which has compelling 
reasons to be followed. In a moral dilemma, no matter what choice is made, some 
ethical principle will be compromised.
Characteristics of Moral Dilemmas:
Conflicting Obligations: The individual faces two or more obligations that cannot be 
fulfilled simultaneously.
No Clear Solution: Each option has significant moral weight, making the decision 
difficult.
Moral Residue: After making a decision, the individual often feels lingering doubt or 
regret about the choice.
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