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Word Formation: Processes, Types, and Examples
Word Formation Processes in English

Prefixes
l— Derivation —
Suffixes
Smog
} Blending —
Brunch
MNASA
} Acromyms ————— ‘Word Formation
MNATO
Edit from Editor
j— Back-formation — ——
Donate from Donation

Google
j—cduane—/
Xerox
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Run as a noun
Run as a verb
Sushi
Pizza
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What is Word Formation?
Word formation is the linguistic process of creating new words from
existing words, morphemes (smallest meaningful units), or sounds to
expand vocabulary.

Word Formation Process

Existing Expanded
Language Linguistic . Innovation Vocabular
3vag P 9 Adoaptation J
Words, rocess Meeti kere Generating new Enriched linguistic
morphemes, Creating new eeting speakers expressions repertoire

needs
sounds words
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Derivation: Prefixes

Adding a prefix (beginning affix) to a base word changes meaning without

altering the base.
Prefix Addition
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Subtypes: Negative (un-, dis-), size (mini-, mega-), time (pre-, post-).
Examples:

*Unhappy (un- + happy = not happy)

*Preheat (pre- + heat = heat before)

*Dislike (dis- + like = opposite of like)

Detailed Note: Prefixes are highly productive in English; over 50 common
ones.

Quick Question: What does "misunderstand” mean? (A: To understand
incorrectly)
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Derivation: Suffixes
Adding a suffix (ending affix) to a base word often changes part
of speech (e.g., noun to adjective).
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Subtypes: Nominal (-ness, -ity), verbal (-ize, -en), adjectival (-ful, -less).
Examples:

*Happiness (happy + -ness = state of being happy)

*Modernize (modern + -ize = make modern)

«Careless (care + -less = without care)

Detailed Note: Suffixes can shift categories: verb "act" — noun "action" (-ion).
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Compounding
Combining two or more free morphemes (words) to form a new one,
often a noun or adjective.

Subtypes: Endocentric (one word dominates,
e.g., "blackboard" = type of board), exocentric
(neither dominates, e.g., "pickpocket").
Examples:

*Toothbrush (tooth + brush = tool for brushing
teeth)

*Overwork (over + work = excessive work)
*Blue-eyed (blue + eyed = having blue eyes)
Detailed Note: Common in English;
compounds can be written as one word,
hyphenated, or separate.
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Blending

Merging parts of two words to create a portmanteau, blending sounds and
meanings.

i . The Art of Portmanteaus
characteristics: Overlaps segments; playful

and modern (popularized by Lewis Carroll).
Examples:

Brunch (breakfast + lunch = late morning
meal)

Smog (smoke + fog = polluted air)

Motel (motor + hotel = roadside hotel)
Detailed Note: Blends are creative; recent

ones include "spork" (spoon + fork).
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Clipping
Shortening a longer word by removing parts (syllables) while retaining
meaning; informal.

Word shortening
Subtypes: Initial (back-clipping, e.g.,

ad from advertisement), middle
(apheresis, e.g., phone from |

telephone). J Pros X{ Cons

Examples: L

*Flu (influenza — shortened to flu) o

*Lab (laboratory — lab) Yy Efficient. . [ Potential confusion
«Copter (helicopter — copter) Q communication F@

Detailed Note: Clipped forms spread .

via slang; "app" from "application" is Casual tone ‘éﬁ Loss of formality
digital-era.

Quick Question: Clip "professor." 952 Familiarity E@) Context-dependent
Common form? (A: Prof)

30/9/2025 WORD FORMATION | ENGLISH FOR ENGINEERS | MR.K.PRAVEEN 11719



Acronyms and Initialisms

Forming words from initial letters/syllables of a phrase; acronyms are pronounced as

words, initialisms letter-by-letter.

Characteristics: Often from organizations or tech;
capitalized.

Examples:

*Acronym: Laser (Light Amplification by Stimulated
Emission of Radiation)

«Initialism: FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation)
*NASA (National Aeronautics and Space
Administration)

Detailed Note: Blurs with abbreviations; "GIF" can be
both.

Quick Question: What does "LOL" stand for? (A:
Laugh Out Loud)
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Acronyms vs. Initialisms
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What is the
difference
between
acronyms and
initialisms?

Acronyms are
pronounced as
words, while
initialisms are
articulated
letter-by-letter.
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Conversion (Zero-Derivation)
Changing a word's part of speech without adding affixes (zero morpheme);
relies on context.

Characteristics: Highly productive in English Zero Morpheme in Word Formation

(analytic language).

Examples:

*Google (noun: search engine — verb: to search
online)

*Run (verb — noun: a run in stockings)

*Text (noun: message — verb: to send a text)
Detailed Note: Bidirectional, e.g., "bottle" (noun
— verb: to bottle wine).

Quick Question: Convert "email" from noun to
verb in a sentence. (A: | will email you.)
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Back-Formation
Creating a new word by removing an imagined affix from an existing
one, often reversing derivation.

Characteristics: Mistakenly
treats complex word as derived;
leads to verbs from nouns.
Examples:

Edit (from editor, removing -or)
*Babysit (from babysitter,
removing -er)

*Televise (from television,
removing -ion)

Detailed Note: Common with -
er/-or suffixes; "burgle" from
"burglar.”
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Borrowing and Coinage

*Borrowing: Adopting words from other languages, adapting
form/sound.

*Coinage: Inventing entirely new words (rare, often branded).

Examples:

*Borrowing: Sushi (Japanese), croissant
(French)

*Coinage: Kodak (invented by George
Eastman), nylon (DuPont invention)
Detailed Note: English borrows ~60% of
vocab; coinage for trademarks (e.g.,
"Google" now genericized).
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Examples in Everyday Language
Word formation drives innovation—e.g., pandemic neologisms
like "quarantine" (borrowed) + "covidiot" (blend: COVID + idiot).
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Quiz Questions
*Multiple-Choice Questions (Discuss in groups):
* Which type is "smash" from "smash hit"? (A: Clipping, B:
Conversion, C: Compounding) [B]
 Form a prefix example: Happy — ? (A: Happiness, B: Unhappy,
C: Happiness) [B]
« Blend for "breakfast" + "lunch"? (A: Brunch, B: Breaklunch, C:
Fastbreak) [A]
« Back-formation from "housekeeper"? (A: Housekeep, B: Keeper,
C: House) [A]
« Borrowed word example? (A: Pizza (ltalian), B: Laser (acronym),
C: Both) [C]
*Open-Ended: Create a new compound word for a modern concept
(e.g., "screenhug" for virtual embrace).
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Summary and Conclusion
Key Takeaways:
« Word formation includes 8+ types: Derivation,
Compounding, Blending, etc.
« Examples enrich language; questions test application.
« English is dynamic—keep forming words!
«Call to Action: Analyze news for new words; share your
examples.
*References: Based on "The Cambridge Encyclopedia of

Language” (Crystal, 2010); Oxford English Dictionary neologisms.

Thank You! Q&A
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