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Force Theory 
"Force theory" typically refers to a perspective on the origin and legitimacy of political 

power, particularly in the context of the formation of states and governments. This theory 

suggests that governments and political structures emerge and maintain power through 

the use of force, coercion, and violence. 

According to force theory, societies are formed when individuals or groups with superior 

strength or power impose their control over weaker individuals or groups. This could 

involve military conquest, physical domination, or the threat of violence. Once this control 

is established, a government or ruling authority is created to maintain order and enforce 

the will of the dominant group. 

 

Historically, many civilizations and states have indeed been established through the use of 

force, such as conquests by powerful military leaders or groups. However, this theory does 

not encompass all scenarios of political power formation. Other theories, such as social 

contract theory and evolutionary theory, propose different perspectives on how societies 

and governments come into existence. 

It's important to note that force theory is just one perspective among many in political 

theory, and there is ongoing debate and discussion about the true factors that contribute 

to the formation and legitimacy of political power. Different theories consider various 

aspects including consent of the governed, shared values, economic factors, and more. 

 


