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Harappan Script and Brahmi Script. 

 

     The Harappan script and the Brahmi script are both ancient writing systems used in the 

Indian subcontinent, but they belong to different time periods and cultures. 

1. Harappan Script: The Harappan script, also known as the Indus Valley script, is one 

of the oldest writing systems in the Indian subcontinent. It was used by the ancient Indus 

Valley Civilization, which existed around 3300 to 1300 BCE in what is now modern-day 

Pakistan and northwest India. Despite numerous archaeological findings from this 

civilization, the Harappan script remains undeciphered, and scholars have not yet been 

able to fully understand its meanings or the language it represents. The script is found on a 

variety of artifacts, such as seals, pottery, and tools, but its lack of bilingual inscriptions or 

recognizable linguistic context has made it a challenging puzzle to decipher. 

2. Brahmi Script: The Brahmi script is an ancient writing system that emerged later 

than the Harappan script, around the 6th century BCE. It is one of the earliest known scripts 

used for writing languages in the Indian subcontinent. The Brahmi script is the ancestor of 

most modern scripts in South Asia, including Devanagari (used for Sanskrit, Hindi, and 

other languages), Tamil script, and various other scripts used for different languages in the 

region. 

The Brahmi script was originally used to write Prakrit, an early form of Sanskrit, and was 

carved on pillars and rock surfaces to inscribe edicts and messages. One of the most 

famous examples of inscriptions in the Brahmi script are the Edicts of Ashoka, which were 

inscribed by the Mauryan emperor Ashoka in the 3rd century BCE. These edicts provide 

valuable information about Ashoka's policies, beliefs, and governance. 

The Brahmi script underwent regional variations over time, leading to the development of 

various scripts across different Indian languages. As mentioned earlier, Devanagari, Bengali, 

Gujarati, and many other scripts share their origins in the Brahmi script. 

In summary, while the Harappan script remains undeciphered and is associated with the 

ancient Indus Valley Civilization, the Brahmi script played a crucial role in the development 

of writing systems for languages in the Indian subcontinent and laid the foundation for 

many modern scripts used today. 
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Ancient India was a rich and diverse land with a long history of political, social, and 
cultural development. The concept of state in ancient India evolved over time, and different 
regions and periods had varying forms of political organization. Here's an overview of the 
state in ancient India: 

1. Vedic Period (1500 BCE - 500 BCE): During this period, society was 

organized into clans and tribes, and power was decentralized. Local chiefs and leaders 
governed small communities. The political structure was primarily based on kinship and 
the authority of the tribal chief or "raja." There was no centralized state in the modern 
sense. 

2. Mahajanapadas (6th century BCE - 4th century BCE): This period saw 

the rise of sixteen powerful states known as "mahajanapadas." These were larger political 
entities formed by the consolidation of smaller tribes and territories. The concept of 
monarchy became more prominent, with kings ruling these territories. Magadha emerged 
as a prominent state and laid the foundation for the Mauryan Empire. 

3. Mauryan Empire (322 BCE - 185 BCE): The Mauryan Empire, founded 
by Chandragupta Maurya and later expanded by Ashoka, represents one of the earliest 
instances of a centralized and organized state in ancient India. It had a well-defined 
administrative system with provinces, officials, and a complex bureaucracy. The state 
exercised control over vast territories and implemented laws and policies. 

4. Gupta Empire (4th century CE - 6th century CE): The Gupta Empire is 
often referred to as the "Golden Age" of India. While it wasn't as centralized as the 
Mauryan Empire, it had a strong political structure. The Gupta rulers exercised authority 
over a substantial territory, with local rulers administering regions under imperial control. 
This period saw advancements in art, culture, and science. 

5. Regional Kingdoms and Empires: Alongside the major empires, 
ancient India also had various regional kingdoms and empires, such as the Cholas in the 
south and the Chalukyas in the Deccan. These states had their own political systems, 
often with hereditary rulers and well-defined administrative structures. 

6. Feudal States: In certain periods, especially after the decline of major 
empires, India witnessed the emergence of feudal states. These were characterized by 
local lords or chieftains exerting control over smaller territories, often in a decentralized 
manner. 

It's important to note that the concept of the state in ancient India varied widely 
across time and regions. The political structures and levels of centralization evolved, and 
different areas had diverse administrative systems. The idea of a unified modern nation-
state was not present in ancient times; instead, India's history was marked by a tapestry of 
kingdoms, empires, and regional powers. 
 

 

 




