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DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL ENGINEERING
The Holistic Perception of Harmony in Existence

In the light of this discussion, we can now visualise the overall picture of the whole existence.

The Holistic Perception of Harmony in Existence

At the base of the whole existence is co-existence, which unfolds in terms of units submerged in space.
Units are limited in size; they are activity and are active. Space is unlimited, all-pervading and is no
activity. Being submerged in space, units are energised, self-organised and recognise their relationship
with every other unit in space and fulfil it.

Units are of two types — material units and consciousness units. Material units are temporary in time,
while consciousness units (Self) are continuous. Material units recognise and fulfil their relationship with
other units— their conduct is definite. Consciousness units recognise and fulfil their relationship onthe
basis of assuming without knowing or assuming based on knowing — the conduct of the human being is
definite if it is operating on the basis of assuming based on knowing; and it is indefinite if it is operating
on the basis of assuming without knowing.

All material units are composed of other (simpler) material units. The smallest or fundamental stable
material unit is the atom. An atom may combine with another atom to form a molecule. These molecules
further combine to form molecular structure. Molecular structures can exist either as lumps, or fluids.
Fluids provide nurturing of cells and such cells combine to form plants, the animal body and the human
body.

Coming to the domain of consciousness, there is just one type of unit which we have referred to as the
Self. We can classify all the units in existence into four orders. Material units can be classified into two
orders — physical order and bio order. The animal order is the co-existence of consciousness (Self) and
the animal body (material). The human order is also the co-existence of consciousness (Self) and the
human body (material).

Development in the Existential Sense

Now, we can see that everything is in co-existence. Everything that exists is basically the expression of
this ever-present co-existence. It is expressing itself in the form of harmony and relationship. This
unfolding is something which is happening and has to be completed through human being.

Whatever we do with the material world is cyclic. It will keep changing; keep going back to initial state,
no matter what we do. In that sense, there is no development here. Only in the human order, there is a
potential for development or transformation in the Self which is not cyclic. Development or permanent
change is possible only in the domain of consciousness. It is in terms of

1. developing right understanding (understanding co-existence) and right feeling (feeling of
coexistence) in the Self. It means awakening to the activities of contemplation (of relationship,
participation in the larger order), understanding (of self-organisation, harmony) and realisation (of co-
existence), as discussed earlier, and

2. living on the basis of right understanding and right feeling- part one is updating all our desires,
thoughts and expectations in line with right understanding and right feeling; part two is the expression
in the form of behaviour, work and participation in the larger order.

This development, this transformation in human being is facilitated by education-sanskar. There is every
provision in existence for this development.
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