
History of the Indian Constitution 

1. Background and Need for a Constitution 

 India gained independence from British rule on August 15, 1947. 

 After independence, India needed a framework to govern the nation, 

ensuring democracy, justice, equality, and liberty. 

 The Indian Constitution aimed to provide a legal structure for governance 

and protect the fundamental rights of its citizens. 

2. The Constituent Assembly (1946-1949) 

 Formed in December 1946, the Constituent Assembly consisted of 

representatives from different regions, religions, and communities in 

India. 

 Dr. Rajendra Prasad was the President, while Dr. B.R. Ambedkar served 

as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee. 

 Key members included Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, and Sarojini 

Naidu, among others. 

 The Assembly met for 2 years, 11 months, and 18 days over 11 sessions 

to draft the Constitution. 

3. Influences on the Indian Constitution 

 The Constitution draws inspiration from multiple sources: 

o Government of India Act, 1935: Federal structure, central and 

provincial lists, and emergency provisions. 

o British Constitution: Parliamentary system of government, rule of 

law, and single citizenship. 

o US Constitution: Fundamental rights and the concept of a written 

Constitution. 

o Irish Constitution: Directive Principles of State Policy. 

o French Constitution: Ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity. 

4. The Drafting Process 

 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and his Drafting Committee prepared a detailed draft. 

 After extensive debates and amendments, the final draft was ready by 

November 26, 1949. 

 The Assembly adopted the Constitution, but it was only partially 

implemented at first. 

 



5. Adoption and Enforcement 

 The Indian Constitution was formally adopted on November 26, 1949, 

celebrated as Constitution Day. 

 It came into full effect on January 26, 1950, which was declared Republic 

Day. 

 The date of January 26 was chosen to honor the Purna Swaraj (complete 

independence) resolution passed in 1930. 

6. Key Features of the Indian Constitution 

 Lengthiest Constitution: It initially contained 395 articles and 8 

schedules, making it one of the most comprehensive in the world. 

 Preamble: Declares India as a sovereign, socialist, secular, and 

democratic republic. 

 Federal Structure: India has a quasi-federal system, with a balance of 

power between the central and state governments. 

 Fundamental Rights: Protects citizens’ rights, including equality, 

freedom, and protection against exploitation. 

 Directive Principles: Provides guidelines for the state to establish a just 

society. 

 Amendability: The Constitution can be amended to reflect changing 

societal needs, ensuring flexibility. 

7. Key Amendments and Landmark Changes 

 First Amendment (1951): Introduced to protect land reform laws and 

curb freedom of speech in cases that threatened public order. 

 42nd Amendment (1976): Known as the "mini-Constitution," it added 

the words socialist and secular to the Preamble and strengthened the 

Directive Principles. 

 44th Amendment (1978): Restored civil liberties and weakened 

emergency powers to prevent misuse. 

8. The Living Constitution 

 The Indian Constitution is considered a "living document" due to its 

ability to evolve. 

 More than 100 amendments have been made to address emerging needs 

and changing political, economic, and social scenarios. 

 

 



9. Legacy and Importance 

 The Indian Constitution is a guiding framework for democracy in India, 

emphasizing justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. 

 It represents the ideals and aspirations of the Indian people, ensuring a 

government "of the people, by the people, and for the people." 
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