
PREAMBLE OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

The Preamble of the Indian Constitution serves as an introductory statement, 

outlining the core values and guiding principles of the nation. It reflects the 

intentions and vision of the framers of the Constitution and serves as the 

foundation for all other parts of the document. 

1. Definition and Purpose of the Preamble 

 The Preamble is an introductory statement that expresses the philosophy 

and objectives of the Constitution. 

 It highlights the goals and values that the Constitution aims to achieve for 

the Indian people. 

 The Preamble sets the guiding principles of justice, liberty, equality, and 

fraternity, forming the backbone of India’s democratic values. 

2. Text of the Preamble 

 The Preamble of the Indian Constitution reads: 

“WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to 

constitute India into a SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all its citizens: 

JUSTICE, social, economic, and political; 

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship; 

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; 

and to promote among them all 

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity 

and integrity of the Nation; 

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of 

November, 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO 

OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.” 

 This statement captures the aspirations of the people of India to establish 

a just, free, and inclusive society. 

 

3. Key Terms in the Preamble and Their Meanings 



 We, the People of India: Indicates that the Constitution derives its 

authority from the citizens of India, emphasizing popular sovereignty. 

 Sovereign: India is independent and free to make its own decisions 

without external control. It reflects India’s freedom in both domestic and 

foreign affairs. 

 Socialist: This term, added by the 42nd Amendment in 1976, emphasizes 

the aim to reduce social and economic inequalities and ensure a fair 

distribution of resources, without strictly following any particular 

economic ideology. 

 Secular: Also added by the 42nd Amendment, secularism means that the 

state does not favor any religion and treats all religions equally, allowing 

freedom of belief for all citizens. 

 Democratic: India follows a democratic system, where representatives 

are elected by the people. This term assures citizens’ participation in 

governance. 

 Republic: India has an elected head of state, with no place for a 

hereditary monarchy. This reinforces the idea of equality among all 

citizens. 

4. Objectives of the Preamble 

 Justice: The Preamble promises social, economic, and political justice to 

eliminate inequalities and create a fair society. 

 Liberty: Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship ensures 

individual freedoms essential for personal development and democracy. 

 Equality: Equality of status and opportunity emphasizes that all 

individuals are equal before the law and have equal chances to succeed, 

eliminating discrimination. 

 Fraternity: The spirit of fraternity promotes a sense of brotherhood, 

assuring dignity to each individual and fostering national unity and 

integrity. 

5. Importance of the Preamble 

 Philosophical Basis: The Preamble represents the essence of the 

Constitution, laying down the vision of a just and inclusive society. 

 Interpretative Tool: It serves as a guiding light in interpreting the 

Constitution and understanding the intentions of the framers. 

 Inspirational Guide: The Preamble reminds citizens of the values of 

unity, diversity, and equality, helping to inspire a sense of national 

identity and commitment to democracy. 

6. Amendments to the Preamble 



 The Preamble has been amended only once, in 1976, by the 42nd 

Amendment. The words "Socialist," "Secular," and "Integrity" were 

added to strengthen the commitment to these principles. 

 Socialist: Promotes social and economic equality. 

 Secular: Reinforces the state’s neutrality toward all religions. 

 Integrity: Emphasizes national unity and togetherness. 

The Preamble of the Indian Constitution encapsulates the following core 

principles: 

 Sovereignty: Independence from external control. 

 Socialism: Commitment to social welfare and economic equality. 

 Secularism: Equal respect for all religions. 

 Democracy: Government by the people, for the people. 

 Republic: Elected head of state, rejecting monarchy. 

 Justice, Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity: Fundamental values for a 

just, inclusive, and united society. 
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