
FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES IN THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

The Fundamental Duties are a set of duties outlined in Part IVA (Article 51A) 

of the Indian Constitution. These duties were added by the 42nd Amendment 

Act of 1976. The framers of the Constitution felt the need to highlight the duties 

of citizens toward the state and society to complement the rights guaranteed by 

the Constitution. These duties are not enforceable by law, but they act as a 

guiding principle to promote a sense of responsibility and respect for the 

Constitution among the citizens. 

 

Key Features of Fundamental Duties 

 Incorporation: The Fundamental Duties were added through Article 

51A by the 42nd Amendment Act of 1976. They are part of the 

Constitution but do not have legal enforceability in the same way as 

Fundamental Rights. 

 Purpose: The purpose of the Fundamental Duties is to remind citizens of 

their moral and civic responsibilities and to foster respect for the Indian 

state, Constitution, and society. 

 Number of Duties: Initially, there were 10 Fundamental Duties 

mentioned in Article 51A, but through the 86th Amendment Act of 

2002, a new duty was added, making it 11 duties. 

 Non-enforceability: These duties are not enforceable by the courts. 

However, if a citizen violates any of these duties, the government can 

take appropriate steps in a non-legal manner, such as public awareness 

campaigns or legislative action. 

List of Fundamental Duties (Article 51A) 

The Fundamental Duties are as follows: 

1. To Abide by the Constitution and Respect National Symbols: 

o Every citizen is expected to respect the Constitution, the national 

flag, and the national anthem. 

2. To Cherish and Follow the Noble Ideals of Freedom Struggle: 

o Citizens should hold the values of the freedom movement dear and 

strive to promote those ideals. 

3. To Uphold and Protect the Sovereignty, Unity, and Integrity of India: 

o Every citizen must contribute to the security and integrity of the 

country and must not engage in any activity that may harm the 

unity of India. 



4. To Defend the Country and Render National Service When Called 

Upon: 

o It is the duty of citizens to serve the nation in times of national 

emergency or war. 

5. To Promote Harmony and the Spirit of Common Brotherhood: 

o Citizens should foster a sense of unity, understanding, and respect 

among all people, transcending religious, linguistic, regional, or 

sectional diversities. 

6. To Value and Preserve the Rich Heritage of Our Composite Culture: 

o Citizens are expected to appreciate and preserve India’s rich 

cultural heritage and diversity. 

7. To Protect and Improve the Natural Environment: 

o Every citizen has the duty to protect and improve the natural 

environment, including forests, lakes, rivers, and wildlife. 

8. To Develop Scientific Temper, Humanism, and the Spirit of Inquiry 

and Reform: 

o Citizens should develop a rational and scientific approach to life 

and encourage scientific thinking and humanism. 

9. To Safeguard Public Property and Abjure Violence: 

o Citizens should protect public property and refrain from 

participating in any acts of violence that harm the country. 

10. To Strive Towards Excellence in All Spheres of Life: 

o Citizens should strive to achieve excellence in various fields such 

as education, science, technology, arts, and sports, thereby 

contributing to the growth of the nation. 

11. To Provide Opportunities for Education to Children Between the 

Ages of 6 and 14 (Added by the 86th Amendment Act, 2002): 

o It is the responsibility of parents or guardians to provide 

educational opportunities for children between the ages of 6 and 

14, in line with the Right to Education Act. 

Significance of Fundamental Duties 

1. Balanced Approach: 

o While the Fundamental Rights guarantee individual freedoms, 

Fundamental Duties promote a sense of responsibility toward the 

state and fellow citizens. Together, they form the foundation of a 

democratic society. 

2. Promote Civic Responsibility: 

o Fundamental Duties encourage citizens to actively participate in 

the nation's progress by following legal, social, and ethical 

principles. 

o  



3. Foster Unity and Integrity: 

o These duties help cultivate a strong sense of unity, respect for the 

nation's heritage, and a spirit of brotherhood, which are crucial in a 

diverse country like India. 

4. Public Awareness: 

o These duties aim to make citizens aware of their role in 

maintaining peace, protecting public property, and contributing to 

national development. 

5. Foundation of National Development: 

o The duties emphasize environmental protection, scientific progress, 

and educational development, which are essential for the nation's 

overall growth. 

Relationship between Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties 

 Complementary Nature: While Fundamental Rights safeguard 

individual freedoms, Fundamental Duties encourage individuals to use 

those rights responsibly for the greater good of society and the nation. 

 Balancing Individual Rights with Social Responsibility: Fundamental 

Rights guarantee individual freedoms, whereas Fundamental Duties 

ensure that citizens use these rights in a way that doesn’t harm the 

country’s peace, integrity, or development. 

Enforcement of Fundamental Duties 

Although Fundamental Duties are non-justiciable (i.e., cannot be enforced by 

the courts), the government can take steps to encourage citizens to follow them: 

 Public Awareness Campaigns: Educating the public about their 

responsibilities through media, educational programs, and government 

initiatives. 

 Legislation: The government can enact laws to promote the fulfillment of 

these duties (e.g., environmental protection laws, anti-violence laws). 

 Penalty for Violation: Although there is no direct legal enforcement, 

certain violations, like damaging public property, are punishable under 

existing laws. 

 

 

 

Criticism of Fundamental Duties 



1. Non-justiciable Nature: 

o Since the Fundamental Duties are not enforceable by law, they are 

often seen as mere moral guidelines rather than binding 

responsibilities. 

2. Vague and General: 

o Some critics argue that the language of the duties is vague, and its 

broad nature makes it difficult to ensure compliance. 

3. No Mechanism for Enforcement: 

o Unlike Fundamental Rights, there is no clear mechanism to enforce 

these duties, leading to a lack of accountability. 
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