Functions of the Union Government of India

The Union Government, or Central Government, holds the authority to govern
the entire country and ensure its smooth functioning. Its primary roles include
governance, lawmaking, maintaining national security, and promoting economic
and social development. These functions are broadly divided into legislative,
executive, and judicial functions.

1. Legislative Functions

The Union Government’s legislative branch, Parliament, is responsible for
making and amending laws on subjects within its authority, as per the
Constitution. It comprises two houses: the Lok Sabha (House of the People) and
the Rajya Sabha (Council of States).

« Lawmaking:

o Parliament enacts laws on matters listed in the Union List and
Concurrent List of the Constitution, covering subjects like
defense, foreign affairs, finance, and national infrastructure.

o On Concurrent List subjects, such as education and health, both the
Union and State governments can make laws, but Union laws take
precedence in cases of conflict.

« Budgeting and Financial Oversight:

o The Union Government prepares and approves the national budget,
ensuring resources are allocated for national needs, including
defense, healthcare, education, and development projects.

o Parliament scrutinizes government spending and may approve,
reject, or amend financial bills.

« Representation of the People:

o Members of Parliament (MPs) represent citizens' interests, voicing
public concerns and ensuring government accountability.

o Parliament debates issues affecting the public and proposes
solutions through policymaking and amendments.

2. Executive Functions

The Executive branch, led by the President, Prime Minister, and Council of
Ministers, implements laws and policies.

« Policy Formulation and Implementation:



o The Union Government formulates national policies in various
areas, such as economic development, social welfare, and
international relations, and ensures their effective implementation.

o Policies are crafted based on needs, public interest, and economic
goals, and are implemented through various ministries and
departments.

« Maintaining Internal Security and Defense:

o The Union Government is responsible for national security,
including defense and protection of the country’s borders,
counterterrorism efforts, and internal security.

o The government administers defense forces (Army, Navy, and Air
Force) and coordinates with intelligence agencies to safeguard
national interests.

. Foreign Affairs and International Relations:

o The Union Government manages international relations, negotiates
treaties, and represents India in global organizations like the United
Nations, World Trade Organization, and SAARC.

o It formulates foreign policy to protect and promote India's interests
abroad, foster trade relationships, and maintain peace.

« Public Administration:

o Through various ministries, the Union Government oversees and
administers central services and programs (e.g., healthcare,
education, infrastructure).

o It sets standards and regulations for efficient governance across the
country.

3. Judicial Functions

Though judicial functions are primarily handled by the judiciary, the Union
Government has an important role in supporting and upholding justice in the
country.

« Appointing Judges:
o The President, in consultation with the Chief Justice of India and
other senior judges, appoints judges to the Supreme Court and
High Courts.
o The Union Government ensures judicial independence and
supports a transparent process in judicial appointments.
. Enforcement of Fundamental Rights:
o The government is responsible for protecting citizens' fundamental
rights as outlined in the Constitution.



o Citizens may approach the Supreme Court or High Courts if their
rights are violated, and the government enforces court rulings to
uphold these rights.

« Promoting Legal Awareness and Reforms:

o The Union Government works on legal reforms to adapt laws to
changing societal needs and improve access to justice.

o It initiates programs to educate citizens about their legal rights and
duties and provides mechanisms for legal aid.

4. Economic Functions

The Union Government plays a vital role in guiding and supporting India’s
economy to ensure growth and development.

« Formulating Economic Policies:

o It devises economic policies that promote growth, reduce poverty,
and ensure sustainable development, covering sectors like industry,
agriculture, and infrastructure.

. Fiscal Management:

o Through the Ministry of Finance, the Union Government manages
fiscal policy, including taxation, budgeting, and public expenditure.

o It determines tax structures, allocates financial resources, and
implements plans to maintain economic stability and growth.

« Industrial Development and Employment Generation:

o It promotes industrial growth by providing subsidies, incentives,
and regulatory support to industries.

o Special schemes aim to generate employment, support
entrepreneurship, and develop skills among the workforce.

5. Social Welfare Functions

The Union Government is responsible for creating and implementing social
welfare programs to improve citizens’ quality of life.

. Education and Health:
o It supports education and healthcare programs to provide equitable
access and improve standards across the nation.
o Programs like Ayushman Bharat (for health) and Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan (for education) address healthcare and educational needs.

« Poverty Alleviation and Social Justice:



o The government formulates poverty alleviation programs, such as
the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), to provide job security.

o It promotes social justice through reservations, welfare schemes for
marginalized communities, and policies against discrimination.

« Environmental Protection:

o The government is responsible for policies to protect natural
resources, reduce pollution, and promote sustainable development.

o Initiatives like the National Clean Air Programme and Clean India
Mission aim to protect the environment.

6. Emergency Functions

During times of emergency, the Union Government has special powers to
ensure national security and maintain order.

« National and State Emergencies:

o Under Articles 352, 356, and 360 of the Constitution, the Union
Government can declare a national emergency, state emergency
(President’s Rule), or financial emergency.

o During such emergencies, the Union Government gains expanded
powers to manage crises, restore order, and stabilize the economy.

. Disaster Management:

o The Union Government coordinates with state governments and
agencies to manage natural and man-made disasters.

o It provides relief, support, and rehabilitation through the National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF) and disaster management
programs.
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