
In India, the High Court and Subordinate Courts form an essential part of the 

judiciary, ensuring justice is delivered efficiently at different levels. Here’s an 

overview: 

 

High Court 

 Position: Each state (or group of states) has a High Court, which is the 

highest judicial authority at the state level. 

 Jurisdiction: 

o Original Jurisdiction: Limited to specific cases like disputes 

related to elections, writ petitions, and certain civil matters. 

o Appellate Jurisdiction: Hears appeals from lower courts 

(Subordinate Courts) in civil and criminal matters. 

o Writ Jurisdiction: Can issue writs under Article 226 of the 

Constitution for the enforcement of Fundamental Rights and other 

purposes. 

 Composition: 

o Chief Justice and other judges as appointed by the President of 

India. 

o Judges are usually appointed based on experience and 

recommendations of the collegium system. 

 Administrative Role: Supervises Subordinate Courts within its 

jurisdiction. 

 

Subordinate Courts 

 Position: These courts function under the High Court’s administrative 

and judicial control. 

 Hierarchy: 

1. District Court: The highest court in a district, dealing with civil 

and criminal matters. 

 Judges are appointed by the state government in consultation 

with the High Court. 

2. Sub-Divisional Courts: These include courts at the taluka or tehsil 

level. 

3. Lower Courts: 

 Civil Courts (e.g., Senior Civil Judge, Junior Civil Judge) 

 Criminal Courts (e.g., Chief Judicial Magistrate, Judicial 

Magistrate) 



4. Specialized Courts: Such as Family Courts, Consumer Courts, and 

Commercial Courts. 

 

Key Features 

1. High Court: 

o Oversees the functioning of Subordinate Courts. 

o Has the power to transfer cases or change venue for trials. 

o Can punish for contempt of itself and Subordinate Courts. 

 

2. Subordinate Courts: 

o Handle a bulk of civil and criminal cases, ensuring access to justice 

at the grassroots. 

o Bound by the procedures established under the High Court's rules. 

 

This hierarchical structure ensures that justice is accessible, with the High Court 

serving as a supervisory body to address appeals and maintain legal uniformity. 
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