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DT BASED APPROACH
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1. Induction Motors

● Squirrel Cage Induction Motor
● Wound Rotor Induction Motor

2. Synchronous Motors

● Non-Excited Synchronous Motors
● Electrically Excited Synchronous Motors

3. Reluctance Motors

● Switched Reluctance Motor
● Synchronous Reluctance Motor

4. Brushless DC Motors (BLDC)

5. Permanent Magnet Synchronous Motors (PMSM)
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The control of AC motors involves various techniques, 
each suited to different types of motors and application 
requirements. 

Advances in power electronics and control algorithms 
continue to enhance the performance and capabilities of 
AC motor drives, making them suitable for a wide range 
of industrial, commercial, and consumer applications.
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Types of AC Motors in Electric Vehicles

1. Induction Motors (IM)
2. Permanent Magnet Synchronous Motors (PMSM)
3. Brushless DC Motors (BLDC)
4. Synchronous Reluctance Motors (SynRM)
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 Induction Motors (IM)

Characteristics:

● Structure: Uses a squirrel cage rotor with windings on the stator.
● Operation: Operates by inducing a current in the rotor through electromagnetic induction.
● Control: Typically controlled using variable frequency drives (VFDs) or field-oriented control 

(FOC).

Advantages:

● Rugged and Reliable: Simple construction with no brushes or commutators.
● Cost-Effective: Generally less expensive than PMSMs.
● Good Performance: Provides good torque and speed control.

Applications:

● Used in some EV models like the Tesla Model S and early versions of the Nissan Leaf.
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Permanent Magnet Synchronous Motors (PMSM)

Characteristics:

● Structure: Contains permanent magnets embedded in the rotor.
● Operation: The rotor locks in synchronism with the rotating magnetic field generated by the stator.
● Control: Uses field-oriented control (FOC) for precise torque and speed regulation.

Advantages:

● High Efficiency: Better energy conversion efficiency compared to induction motors.
● High Power Density: More compact and lightweight.
● Superior Performance: Excellent torque characteristics and precise control.

Applications:

● Widely used in modern EVs such as the Nissan Leaf (later versions), Chevrolet Bolt, and various Tesla 
models.



19EEE309 / ELECTRICAL VEHICLE SYSTEMS / R.SATHEESH KUMAR / AP / EEE     01/11/2024 07 /12

Brushless DC Motors (BLDC)

Characteristics:

● Structure: Similar to PMSMs, but typically uses trapezoidal back-EMF and electronic commutation.
● Operation: Operates with an electronic controller that switches the current in the stator windings.
● Control: Uses sensors (like Hall effect sensors) for commutation and speed control.

Advantages:

● High Efficiency: Comparable to PMSMs.
● Long Lifespan: No brushes to wear out, leading to low maintenance.
● Good Performance: Provides excellent torque and speed control.

Applications:

● Used in smaller EVs, electric bikes, and scooters.
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Synchronous Reluctance Motors (SynRM)

Characteristics:

● Structure: Uses a rotor with salient poles and no windings or permanent magnets.
● Operation: Relies on the reluctance difference in the magnetic circuit to produce torque.
● Control: Uses advanced control methods similar to those for PMSMs.

Advantages:

● Cost-Effective: No need for expensive rare-earth magnets.
● Robust and Reliable: Simple rotor construction with no windings.
● High Efficiency: Competitive efficiency and performance.

Applications:

● Emerging technology, increasingly considered for automotive applications.
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Key Considerations for AC Motors in EVs

1. Efficiency: Higher efficiency motors extend the driving range of 
EVs.

2. Power Density: Compact and lightweight motors contribute to 
overall vehicle efficiency.

3. Cost: The cost of materials (e.g., rare-earth magnets in 
PMSMs) and manufacturing affects the overall vehicle cost.

4. Control Complexity: Advanced control algorithms improve 
performance but add complexity.

5. Thermal Management: Effective cooling systems are 
necessary to maintain motor performance and longevity.



19EEE309 / ELECTRICAL VEHICLE SYSTEMS / R.SATHEESH KUMAR / AP / EEE     01/11/2024 10 /12

AC motors, particularly PMSMs and induction 
motors, dominate the electric vehicle market due 
to their superior performance characteristics. 
Advances in motor technology and control 
systems continue to enhance the efficiency, 
power density, and cost-effectiveness of AC 
motors in electric vehicles, driving the transition 
to more sustainable transportation solutions.

CONCLUSION
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