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There large body of books dealing with vartous sciences, law, medicine and grammar. To this class belong
the law books called the Dharmasutras and smiitis, together known as Dharmashastras, The Dharmasutras
were compiled between 300 and 200 BC. These lay down dutics for different varnas as well as for the kings
s. They prescribed the rules according to which property had to be held, sold and inherited.
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They also prescribe punishments for persons guilty of assault, murder and adultery. The Manusmriti tel
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about the role of man and woman 1n socicty. their code of conduct and relationship with cach other.

The works of Bhasa, Shudraka, Kalidasa and Banabhatta provided us with glimpses of the soctal and
cultural lifc of northern and central India in times of the Guptas and Harsha. The Gupta pertod also saw the
development of Sanskrit grammar based on the works of Panini and Patanjal:.
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The Kushana kings patronised Sanskrit scholars. Ashvaghosha wrote the Buddhacharitra which is the
biography of the Buddha. He also wrote Saundaranandt, which is a fine example of Sanskrit poetry. India
produced great literary works on subjects like Maths, Astronomy, Astrology. Agriculture and Geography
cte.

Books on medicine were written by Charak and on surgery by Sushruta. Madhava wrote a book on
pathology. Books written on astronomy by Varahamihira and Aryabhatta and on astrology by Lagdhacharya
had all achieved prominence. There i1s nonc that can compete with Varahamithiras Bhrihatsamhita,
Aryabhatia and Vedanga Jyotisha.

The post-medicval period in northern India saw the rise of Sanskrit literature in Kashmir. Somadeva's
Katha-sarit-sagar and Kalhan's Rajatarangini arc of historical importance. It gives a vivid account of the
Kings of Kashmir. The Geet Govinda of Jaidev is the finest poem of Sanskrit literature of this period,
besides numerous works on different aspects of art and architecture, sculpture, iconography and related
ficlds.
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