
SNS COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 

COIMBATORE - 35 

DEPARTMENT OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

 

. Lubrication System 

The lubrication system is responsible for reducing friction between the moving parts of the 

engine, preventing wear and tear, and ensuring that the engine runs smoothly. It also helps in 

cleaning the engine and dissipating heat from the moving parts. 

Main Functions of the Lubrication System: 

1. Reducing Friction: Lubricates moving parts like pistons, crankshafts, camshafts, and 

bearings to reduce metal-to-metal contact. 

2. Cooling: Helps dissipate heat generated by friction. 

3. Cleaning: Helps remove dirt, carbon particles, and other contaminants from engine parts. 

4. Sealing: Forms a seal between the piston rings and cylinder walls to prevent combustion 

gases from leaking. 

5. Corrosion Prevention: Prevents rust and corrosion of internal engine parts. 

 

Components of the Lubrication System: 

1. Oil Pump: 

o Function: Circulates engine oil under pressure to lubricate all moving parts. 

o Types: Gear type, rotor type, and vane type pumps. 

2. Oil Filter: 

o Function: Removes contaminants and impurities from the oil to prevent engine 

wear. 

o Placement: Usually located in the oil circulation line to ensure filtered oil reaches 

critical engine components. 

3. Oil Sump (Oil Pan): 

o Function: Holds the engine oil at the bottom of the engine, from where the oil 

pump draws it. 

o Location: Found at the base of the engine, beneath the crankshaft. 

4. Oil Galleries: 

o Function: Channels through which oil flows to various parts of the engine. 

o Placement: These channels are integrated into the engine block. 

5. Pressure Relief Valve: 

o Function: Protects the engine from excessive oil pressure. 



o Operation: Opens when the oil pressure exceeds a safe level to allow excess oil 

to return to the sump. 

6. Dipstick: 

o Function: Allows the user to check the oil level and condition in the engine. 

o Location: Usually located near the engine oil filler cap. 

 

Types of Lubrication Systems: 

1. Wet Sump System: 

o Description: The oil is stored in a pan or sump at the bottom of the engine. 

o Advantages: Simple design, inexpensive, and commonly used in most passenger 

vehicles. 

o Disadvantages: Oil can become contaminated with particles over time. 

2. Dry Sump System: 

o Description: Oil is stored in a separate tank and pumped back into the engine for 

lubrication. 

o Advantages: Better for high-performance engines, maintains consistent oil 

pressure, and reduces oil starvation. 

o Disadvantages: More complex and costly. 

 

2. Cooling System 

The cooling system is responsible for regulating the temperature of the engine to prevent it from 

overheating, ensuring that the engine operates efficiently and safely. 

Main Functions of the Cooling System: 

1. Temperature Regulation: Maintains the engine's temperature at an optimal level to 

prevent overheating. 

2. Heat Dissipation: Disperses excess heat generated by combustion. 

3. Prevents Engine Damage: Keeps the engine at a safe operating temperature, preventing 

thermal damage. 

 

Components of the Cooling System: 

1. Radiator: 

o Function: Transfers heat from the engine coolant to the air. The coolant absorbs 

heat from the engine and is then cooled down in the radiator by air flow. 

o Location: Positioned at the front of the vehicle to maximize airflow. 



o Cooling Fins: Metal fins attached to the radiator core increase surface area for 

better heat dissipation. 

2. Water Pump: 

o Function: Circulates the coolant through the engine and radiator. 

o Location: Typically driven by the engine’s crankshaft, often via a belt. 

3. Thermostat: 

o Function: Regulates the temperature of the coolant. It opens and closes to 

maintain the desired engine temperature. 

o Location: Typically installed between the engine and the radiator hose. 

4. Coolant (Antifreeze): 

o Function: A mixture of water and antifreeze that circulates through the engine 

and radiator to absorb and dissipate heat. 

o Properties: It prevents the coolant from freezing in cold temperatures and boiling 

over in hot conditions. 

5. Cooling Fans: 

o Function: Assist in cooling the radiator by pushing air through it, especially when 

the vehicle is not in motion. 

o Location: Positioned near the radiator. 

6. Hoses: 

o Function: Carry coolant to and from the engine and radiator. 

o Types: Upper and lower radiator hoses, bypass hoses. 

7. Expansion Tank: 

o Function: Stores excess coolant that expands when heated, preventing system 

pressure from rising too much. 

o Location: Positioned at the highest point of the system. 

 

Types of Cooling Systems: 

1. Liquid Cooling System: 

o Description: Uses coolant (water mixed with antifreeze) to transfer heat away 

from the engine. 

o Advantages: More efficient than air cooling, better control over engine 

temperature, commonly used in most modern engines. 

o Disadvantages: More complex, with higher maintenance needs (coolant 

replacement, leaks). 

2. Air Cooling System: 

o Description: Uses air flow to cool the engine, typically through cooling fins on 

the engine block. 

o Advantages: Simpler design, lighter, and does not require a coolant fluid. 

o Disadvantages: Less effective for large engines or engines that operate under 

high load conditions. 

 



Working Principle of the Cooling System: 

1. Coolant Circulation: 

o The water pump circulates coolant through the engine, where it absorbs heat from 

the combustion process. 

2. Thermostat Operation: 

o The thermostat opens when the engine reaches a certain temperature, allowing 

coolant to flow through the radiator. 

3. Heat Dissipation: 

o The coolant, now hot, passes through the radiator, where heat is transferred to the 

air (aided by the radiator fan). 

4. Cooling Fan: 

o If the vehicle is stationary or moving slowly, the cooling fan kicks in to enhance 

airflow through the radiator. 

 

Advantages of Lubrication and Cooling Systems: 

1. Lubrication System: 

o Reduces Wear: Prevents friction and wear between engine parts. 

o Improves Efficiency: Ensures smooth operation, reducing energy loss due to 

friction. 

o Increases Longevity: Helps the engine last longer by preventing overheating and 

damage. 

2. Cooling System: 

o Prevents Overheating: Ensures the engine doesn’t overheat and fail. 

o Maintains Performance: Keeps engine temperature at an optimal level for power 

generation. 

o Prevents Damage: Protects against thermal stresses that can cause cracking or 

warping of engine parts. 

 

Common Issues and Maintenance 

1. Lubrication System: 

o Low Oil Level: Can lead to increased friction and engine wear. 

o Oil Contamination: Dirt and debris can damage the engine if not filtered. 

o Oil Pump Failure: Can result in poor lubrication and engine damage. 

2. Cooling System: 

o Coolant Leaks: Loss of coolant can cause the engine to overheat. 

o Thermostat Failure: Can lead to the engine running too hot or too cold. 

o Radiator Blockage: Dirt or debris blocking the radiator reduces heat dissipation. 
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