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HISTORY OF FLIGHT

• History of Flights

• Ornithopters

• Hot Air Balloon

• Development of Flight - 18th & 19th century

• Development of Flight - 20th century

• Summary
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TEXT BOOK

• Anderson. J D, “Introduction to Flight”, McGraw-Hill, 1995

• Richard S. Shevel, “fundamentals of Flight”, Prentice Hall, 2010
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HISTORY OF FLIGHT

Daedalus & Icarus
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• Daedulus was a skillful Architect & Craftsman. He was a symbol of Wisdom & Power

• He was envious of his nephew’s accomplishments, attempted to murder him

• He tried to murder him by throwing him down from ‘Acropolis’, Athens

• In Greek, “Acro” means Highest Point & “Polis” means City

• Acropolis is an ancient citadel located on a flattish rock, above the city of Athens, Greece
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• Daedulus & his son Icarus were imprisoned in the Mediterranean sea

• Daedulus is said to have made wings fastened with Wax

• With the wings they escaped flying through air

• Against his Father’s warnings, Icarus flew close to the sun

• Wax melted and he fell to his death in the sea

HISTORY OF FLIGHT
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• ALL EARLY THINKING OF HUMAN FLIGHT CENTERED ON THE IMITATION

OF BIRDS

• Various unsung ancient & medieval people fashioned wings and met with disastrous

accidents

• They jumped from towers or roofs flapping vigorously

• Strapping a pair of wings to arms fell out of favor

HISTORY OF FLIGHT
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