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HISTORY OF FLIGHT

• History of Flights

• Ornithopters

• Hot Air Balloon

• Development of Flight - 18th & 19th century

• Development of Flight - 20th century

• Summary
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TEXT BOOK

• Anderson. J D, “Introduction to Flight”, McGraw-Hill, 1995

• Richard S. Shevel, “fundamentals of Flight”, Prentice Hall, 2010
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DEVELOPMENT IN 18TH & 19TH CENTURY

• Aeronautics comes to America

After the advent of ballooning in France due to Montgolfiers

Progress in heavier-than-air machines was focused in England 

until 1850’s

Contributions of Cayley, Henson & Stringflow
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DEVELOPMENT IN 18TH & 19TH CENTURY

• Aeronautics comes to America

England also gave birth to Industrial revolution during the 

18th & 19th century

Spotlight moved to European continent

Contributions of Du Temple, Mozhaiski, Lilienthal & Others
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DEVELOPMENT IN 18TH & 19TH CENTURY

• Aeronautics comes to America

During the 18th & 19th century, no notable progress was made 

by USA, view consolidating the Govt & expansion of frontiers

The silence was broken by Octave Chanute (1832-1910), a 

French-born, lived in Chicago

Chanute – Civil Engineer, interested in Mechanical Flight in 

1875
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DEVELOPMENT IN 18TH & 19TH CENTURY

• Aeronautics comes to America

For next 35 years (1875-1910), he collected, absorbed & 

assimilated every piece of aeronautical information

1894 - He published  “Progress in Flying Machines”

This book ranks Otto Lilienthal’s “Der Vogelflug Als

Grundlage Der Fliegekunst”

Meaning – “The Bird Fight as basis of  Aeronautics”

Wright Brothers avidly read “Progress in Flying Machines” 

and sought Chanute in 1900. Friendship developed between 

Wright Brothers & Chanute’s till his death in 1910
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DEVELOPMENT IN 18TH & 19TH CENTURY

Glider Designs
• Octave Chanute (1832-1910)
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DEVELOPMENT IN 20TH CENTURY

• Wright Brothers
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DEVELOPMENT IN 20TH CENTURY
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DEVELOPMENT IN 20TH CENTURY
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• Orville Wright • Wilbur Wright

DEVELOPMENT IN 20TH CENTURY
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DEVELOPMENT IN 20TH CENTURY
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DEVELOPMENT IN 20TH CENTURY
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DEVELOPMENT IN 20TH CENTURY
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