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                                      Rules for Sentence Completion 

 

Before starting off with the main rules for Sentence Completion, let’s look at its types: 

There are approximately four types of Sentence / Word Completion: 

Restatement: 

These are the words that we use to amplify the importance of the first clause or add more 

information to the already stated facts. 

Example: 

In other words, in fact, that is, etc. 

Question: 

The boy was too lazy to even move about during the day, in other words, he was ________. 

a. slumber 

b. promt 

c. trickster 

d. lethargic 

Answer – Lethargic. 

Since we use the phrase ‘in other words’ it means that we need to use a word that re-states the 

already given description.So lethargic can be the answer. 

Comparison: 

The words that we use in this type reflect a comparison between two subjects in the two 

clauses. 

Example: 

Likewise, and, just as, as like as, similarly etc. 

Question: 

Just as we hope to be forgiven, so we should ______ others. 

a. burden 

b. forgive 

c. criticize 

d. conspire 

Answer: 

Here, we have used the comparison word, ‘just as’ which means that the second clause 

should have a word that presents a similar meaning in the first clause. So we use ‘forgive’. 
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Contrast: 

This type comprises the words that reflect a stark and definite contrast between two or more 

clauses. 

Example: 

though, yet, although, despite, but, on the other hand, but, however, despite, or, on the 

contrary, etc. 

Question: 

Although her son is a happy to go soul, her daughter is _______ and grumpy 

a. rude 

b. peaceful 

c. merry 

d. casual 

Answer: 

Here the answer should be ‘rude’ because we are presenting a contrast between the natures of 

her son and daughter. While the son is peaceful and happy, the daughter is rude and grumpy. 

 

Cause and effect: 

The Cause and Effect type comprises words that act as a consequential evidence of some 

previous action or cause or present an impactful situation post an action. 

Example: 

therefore, consequently, because of, due to, as a result, leads to, etc. 

Question: 

Ginger practiced everyday for the competition, as a result, she _______ it. 

a. lost 

b. eliminated 

c. won 

d. ditched 

Answer: 

Here the answer is ‘won’ because ginger practiced regularly and so she won it. her efforts 

resulted in her win. 
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Rules for Sentence Completion 

Once we are done with the types of words used in sentence completion, let’s had over to the 

practical types of the same: 

TYPE – 1: Quantity Based 

A Quantity Based Question means the number of blanks that we get in a sentence.It can be 

divided into: 

 One Blank 

 Two or More Blanks 

  

TYPE – 2: Length Based 

A Length Based Question means the length of the question that is given to us. It can be 

divided into two parts: 

 Sentence Based – the question is only 20-35 words long. 

 Paragraph / Passage based – the sentence given to us in compiled into a bigger 

passage with multiple blanks to fill in. 

  

TYPE – 3: Element Based 

A Sentence Completion Question that is element based means the type of answer that we 

need to fill in to complete the sentence / passage. 

 Word – based: It requires us to fill the blank with a single word. 

 Phrase – based: This type needs us to choose a phrase in order to complete the 

sentence given to us 

 Sentence – based: It requires us to insert a complete sentence in the blank. This type is 

mostly used in passage-based questions. 

Complete the paragraph given below by filling in the blanks with the help of 
the options that follow:  
 

 Very few people (a) ……………… loneliness. It seems to me that most people (b) 
……………… scared of (c) ……………. left on their own. 

 (a) (i) enjoy (ii) enjoys (iii) enjoyed (iv) enjoying 

(b) (i) is (ii) am (iii) are (iv) was 

(c) (i) be (ii) being (iii) been (iv) having 
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Answers 

 (a) (i) enjoy 

(b) (i) are 

(c) (ii) being 

 Fill in any four of the following blanks choosing the most appropriate 
options from the ones given below.  
 

 He will fly (a) …………….. Madras (b)………………. 7th December. The plane (c) 
……………….. reach Madras (d) …………….. 11.00 am. He (e) ………………… stay at 
Hotel Plaza. 

 (a) (i) in (ii) on (iii) to (iv) after 

(b) (i) on (ii) in (iii) for (iv) from 

(c) (i) may (ii) can (iii) will (iv) could 

(d) (i) for (ii) at (iii) on (iv) by 

(e) (i) could (ii) will (iii) shall (iv) must 

Answers 

 (a) (iii) to 

(b) (i) on 

(c) (iii) will 

(d) (ii) at 

(e) (ii) will 

 

 Fill in any four of the following blanks choosing the most appropriate 
options from the ones given below each.  
 

 Birds and animals live in the lap (a) ……………… nature and can predict the 
likely changes accurately. Swallows usually fly high (b) …………….. the sky. 
But during a storm, they come down (c) …………….. fly close to the ground. If 
they fly low you (d) be sure of strong winds. Even a toad can be (e) 
………………… reliable weatherman. 

 (a) (i) in (ii) of (iii) on (iv) for 

(b) (i) in (ii) of (iii) on (iv) to 

(c) (i) not (ii) or (iii) but (iv) and 

(d) (i) would (ii) should (iii) might (iv) could 

(e) (i) a (ii) an (iii) the (iv) some 

Answers 

 (a) (ii) of 

(b) (i) in 

(c) (iv) and 
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(d) (iv) could 

(e) (i) a 

 

 

 


