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Ethics is that branch of philosophy that dealswithmorality.An engineer

withethicsisapersonwhoisexpectedtopossessthemoralintegritywithrich ethicalvalues.The

ethicsaremainlydividedintotwocategoriesdepending uponthemoralityof humanity.Theyare

−

✘ Consequential Ethics

✘ Non-consequential Ethics

Ethics
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✘ Depending upon the ethics a person is intended to follow, four theories were 

postulatedbyfourdifferent philosophers

✘ These theories help to create the fundamentals of obligation suitable and

applicabletoprofessional andpersonalconductof apersoninhiseverydaylife

✘ TheConsequential ethics are valuesthe outcome of which determine the 

moralitybehindaparticularaction.Aliewhichsavesalife,comesunderthis

Types ofEthicalTheories
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✘ The Golden Mean ethical theory was proposed by Aristotle.

According to this theory, the solution to a problem is found by

analyzingthereasonandthe logic.A“Meanvalueofsolution”which

willbebetweentheextremesofexcessanddeficiency

✘ For example,thesolutiontotheproblemof environmentpollution is

neither by avoiding industrialization and civilization, nor by

neglecting the environmentcompletely. Ameansolution that will

work towards controlling the pollution and protecting the

environmentwill alsohelp

GoldenMean
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✘ TheGoldenMeanvirtuecanbeunderstoodasthevirtueofreaching

aproperbalancebetweenextremesinconduct,emotion,desireand 

attitude

✘ ThistheoryphrasedbyAristotlestatesthatvirtuesaretendencies 

tofindthegoldenmeanbetweentheextremesoftoomuch(excess) 

and too little (deficiency)with regard to particular aspects of our 

lives

What is GoldenMean?
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Rights-basedEthicalTheory
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✘ TheRightsbasedethical theorywasproposedbyJohnLocke.Accordingtothis

theory,thesolutiontoaproblemisbyrealizingthateverypersonhasaright to 

live.Liveandlet liveisthephilosophybehindthistheory

✘ The rights of a person towards life, health, liberty, possession, etc. are taken 

careofunderthistheory

✘ For example, any action in terms of Capital punishment, Jails, Income taxes and 

Medical chargesetc.comeunder thiscategory
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Duty-basedEthicalTheory
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✘ The duty-based ethical theory was proposed by Immanuel Kant.

Accordingto this theory,every person hasaduty to followwhichis 

accepteduniversally,withnoexceptions

✘ An example of this can be expecting all to be honest, kind, generous 

andpeaceful
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What are theseethics?
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✘ Kantobservedthateveryone isboundtofollowsomemorallaws

✘ It is the choice we  maketo be morally sound though wehave chances

todoanything

✘ This theorycanalsobecalled asDeontological theory or theAbsolutist

theory

✘ Accordingtothis, it isourdutytoobeythecategorical imperativerules

✘ To havegoodwill, is to performone’sduty for thesakeof duty andfor 

nootherreason
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fourvirtues
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Prudence

✘ The quality of prudence states that every individual has a life that should be

respected and every individual has duties which should be done without any

exception. Oneshouldalwaysbecautioustoperformone’sduties

Temperance

✘ Temperance is the voluntary self-restrain from the attractions. The

temptations that might lead to the violation of duties and ethics have to be

restrained. No false promises are to be made as they contradict the principles

ofduties



Fourvirtues
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Fortitude

✘ Fortitude is the sense of having tolerance. No perfection can be

maintained if happiness alone is soughtandnohappiness is achieved if

perfectionaloneissought.Bothmayormaynotgowitheachother

Justice

✘ Every individual is a human being with a set of intrinsic values and

morals. Truth and fairness are the aspects one should always bear in

mind. People should be treated as separate individuals but never as a

meremeansofexistence



UtilitarianEthics
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✘ The Utilitarian ethics was proposed by John Stuart. According to this theory,

thehappinessorpleasureof agreatestnumberof peopleinthesociety is 

consideredasthegreatest good

✘ Accordingto this philosophy,anaction is morally right if its consequenceslead 

tohappinessofpeopleandwrongif theyleadto theirunhappiness



ActUtilitarianism
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✘ The Act Utilitarianism focuses on each situation and the alternative

actionspossibleinthesituation

✘ Act Utilitarianism states that “A particular action is right if it is likely to

produce the higher level of good for the most people in a given

situation,comparedtoalternativechoicesthatmightbemade.”



RuleUtilitarianism
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✘ TheRuleUtilitarianismstatesthat“Rightactionsarethoserequired by

rulesthatproducethehigherlevelofgoodforthemostpeople.”

✘ Weneedtoconsiderasetofrules,wheretheyinteractwitheachother

✘ This was developed to clear the problem that occurs with act-

utilitarianism



ASSESSMENT
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DISCUSSION:

✘ Understandingmoral dilemmas.

✘ Justifyingprofessionalobligationsandideas.

✘ Relatingordinaryandprofessionalmorality.



THANKS!
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