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Case Studies

« Engineering ethics is often times best
explained through the use of case studies.

e Case studies allow examples of gcood and
bad decision making in a real world
context.
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Case Studies

The Boston "Big Dig" (1991-2007)

Background: The Central Artery/Tunnel Project, known as
the "Big Dig,” was a massive infrastructure project in Boston
that rerouted the city's main highway into a 3.5-mile tunnel.
The project was plagued by cost overruns, design flaws,
leaks, and delays.

Social Experimentation Aspect: The Big Dig was an
experiment in urban planning and large-scale civil
engineering, testing new construction techniques and
materials in a highly complex urban environment.
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Ethical Considerations: The project raised ethical questions about
transparency, accountability, and the responsible use of public funds.
[ssues like corruption, poor project management, and inadequate
oversight were central to the ethical challenges faced.

Outcome: Despite its challenges, the Big Dig significantly improved
traffic flow in Boston. The project led to reforms in public
infrastructure projects, including better oversight and accountability
measures.
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